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is Ireland’s leading provider of 

environmental, waste management and recycling 

services, offering a range of expert services 

customised to suit the requirements of small 

businesses from collection, waste minimisation, 

recovery, recycling consultancy and waste auditing.
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Packaging Regulations

Battery Disposal Regulations

Food Waste Regulations
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Appoint a champion

Review all your waste streams

Set achievable goals to improve your waste 
management

Measure progress and celebrate early success

Choose some highly visible changes to work 
practice

Borrow ideas from your peers

Get your waste management supplier to carry 
out the bulk of this work with you

Start Small Change Big
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How can I reduce these figures?

Recyclable

Recyclable

Contents of Average Bin

What’s in my bin?
€1,000 of your product
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Flat Fee

Pay Per Empty

Pay by Weight

Pick n Mix
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How many bins are on a site

How many times each bin is emptied

The weight of each bin

What recycling rate are being achieved

Watch for over servicing of bins
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Depending on the strength of the recycling 
programme in place and the mix of residents it can 
generate the following waste per unit in a year:

General Waste .4 tonnes to .5 tonne 

Mixed Recyclables zero to .1 tonnes

Glass zero to .065 tonnes

Bulky items zero to .01 tonnes (clear outs)
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Review mixture of bins

Clearly label bins

Clear access to recyclable bins

Review collection schedule

Educate the tenants
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Issues:
1. No Waste Policy
2. Waste going to landfill
3. Waste costs rising

Solution:
1. Site audit conducted
2. Recycling programme implemented

- Separate bins, clearly labelled
- Recycling area
- Clear outs
- Waste Report

Result:
1. 65% Recycling rate achieved 
2. Waste bill reduced



“ Everything in excess is 
opposed to nature. ”

Hippocrates, ca. 400 B.C.
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How do I stop creating waste?

Reduce 

Reuse

Recycle
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Reduce:

Stock levels

Excessive packaging

Portion size

Choices

Cosmetic quality standards



Re-Use:

Challenge barriers preventing you from 
re-using items

Switch from the disposable to the 
reusable

Switch to materials such as glass 
which offer infinite re-use

What is preventing you from 
re-using a material?
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Recycle:

It is better to recycle than dispose but…… .  

… currently 49% of commercial waste is 
recycled, however many companies are 
achieving real recycling rates of up to 80% 
and 90%

What is your recycling number i.e. how 
much of your waste is being recycled?
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Issues:
1. Recycling rates in single figures
2. Waste costs rising in line with sales turnover

Solution:
1. Waste audit of each site conducted
2. Waste streams identified 
3. Aggressive programme of waste

prevention, reduction & recycling
4. Set up a Green Team
5. Staff Training

Result:
1. 60% Recycling rate achieved in 2009
2. Target rate of 90% in 2010 with recycling of compos t
3. Waste bill reduced by 30%
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Review:
1. Identifying processes/areas that generate waste
2. Review current waste management practices on site
3. Gather data on type, quantity and cost of managing waste
4. Identify key personnel to champion waste managemen t 

initiatives
5. Identify RTE’s legislative obligations
6. Identify structures needed to improve waste managem ent
7. Draft environmental policy 
8. Draft procedures to maximise effectiveness of waste 

prevention methods
9. Use review findings, policy & procedures to brief st aff and 

raise environmental awareness
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Committed to Sustainable Development:

1. Reduction in Wyeth Newbridge carbon footprint (114  
tonnes C02 per annum)

2. Increase recycling and decrease need for raw mate rials

Examples of Recycling:

1. Compost

2. Foil Wastes

3. Plastics
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“ Everything in excess is 
opposed to nature. ”

Hippocrates, ca. 400 B.C.
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